Vietnam prosecutors recommend
punishments in terrorism trial

Express International, By Quoc Thang, January 18, 2024

English: Vietnam’s judiciary recommended Thursday two people be
sentenced to death on terrorism charges for killing nine people in bloody raids
they orchestrated on local government offices in the highlands last year.
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H Wuen Eban (C) stands at a trial for deadly attacks on People's Committee offices in Dak Lak, Jan. 18, 2024. Photo
courtesy of the Vietnam News Agency

A trial for 100 people involved in the deadly attacks on the People’s
Committee offices Dak Lak Province’s rural Ea Ktur and Ea Tieu communes
continued on Thursday, with prosecutors saying that the indictment on formal
charges of terrorism, brokering illegal entry and concealing crimes was correct
based on confessions and evidence collected by authorities.

Specifically, members of the group MSGI (Support Group for Montagnards),
based in the U.S., and the MSFJ (Montagnards Stand For Justice)
organization based in Thailand, coaxed certain ethnic minority community
members in Dak Lak and neighboring areas to form armed groups that



performed terrorist acts to instill fear and affect security and order in the
region.

Y Mut Mlo, Y But Eban, Y Nie Eya, Y Ciu Nie, Y Chanh Bya and Y Quynh Bdap,
who were in exile in the U.S., had coaxed people to join their reactionary
cause. Bdap is currently on the run and wanted.

For two of the accused, the group’s ringleaders H Wuen Eban and Y Sol Nie,
prosecutors recommended death sentences for terrorism in opposition to the
people's government.

Eleven others were recommended life sentences as accomplices on the same
charge. Ten were recommended jail sentences between 18-20 years, and 30
were recommended jail sentences between 7-15 years.

For terrorism, 45 people were recommended 4-11 years in jail. Among them,
six are currently on the run and wanted abroad.

One person was recommended 24-30 months in jail for brokering illegal entry,
while another was recommended 12-15 months in jail for concealing crimes.

Prosecutors from Dak Lak said Y Mut Mlo, the ringleader of MSGI, had been
persuading H Wuen Eban to join armed activities and launch attacks,
including murder and the destruction of property, since 2015.

Mlo also introduced Eban to other members of MSGI, including Y Chik Nie, Y
Nien Eya, Y But Eban, Y Chanh Bya and Y Sol Nie.

In August 2018, Bdap illegally crossed the border to enter Thailand and
formed the MSFJ to incite people of ethnic minorities in the Central
Highlands to perform terrorist acts.

In 2019, Eban joined MSGI to seek material support from outside of Vietnam
to attack authorities in an attempt to form the so-called "Degar State" in the
Central Highlands. "Degar" is a term used for Montagnards groups.

From 2019 to June 2023, Eban recruited people from Dak Lak villages to
establish armed groups, as well as calling for funds to buy weapons.

Eban and his accomplices also threatened many to force them to join the
armed groups. MSGI often sent money to Eban to pay for living expenses and
other costs of the armed groups.



In early 2023, Eban requested permission from MSGI to allow armed groups
to perform terrorist acts in Vietnam, including the murdering of innocent
people and the destruction of property, to instill fear in the community. Y Sol
Nie returned to Vietnam to help Eban with coordinating the terrorist acts.

On May 12, 2023, Nie came to Thailand from the U.S. and contacted Eban on
how to return to Vietnam without being detected. Eban enlisted people to help
Nie enter Vietnam, and Nie, along with Eban and others in the armed groups,
devised plans and chose locations to attack authorities and steal weapons,
among other acts.

They then chose the People’s Committee offices of Ea Ktur and Ea Tieu
communes as their targets, as their remote, rural locations would make it
easier for them to attack and retreat from.

Nie and Eban then approved the violent groups to attack the two sites, telling
them to destroy everything and kill everyone present. Stealing weapons was
also stated as a main goal.

The perpetrators were also instructed to expand their attacks to other sites.

Upon completion of such raids, those enlisted in the acts were also ordered to
plant the flag of the so-called "Degar State" and record videos to promote their
image.

Authorities said that on June 9 and 10 last year, the terrorists trained among
themselves and created weapons in preparation to execute the plots. At night
on June 10, they split into two groups: one of 33 people and another with 34,
to visit the bloody attacks on two People’s Committee offices, which also
housed local police stations.

The attacks killed two officials, three police officers, and four civilians, as well
as injuring people.

A verdict is expected to be reached Saturday afternoon.

Vietnamese: Vi¢n Kiém sat Cong san Vigt Nam de nghi trimg phat
trong vu khuing bo ngay 10/6/2023 tai Daklak.

Express International, Béi Quéc Thdng, 18/01/2024



Hoém th Ni3m, co quan tu phap Viét Nam dé nghi két 4n tir hinh hai
nguoi vé toi khing bd vi da giét chét 9 nguoi trong cac cude dot kich ddm mau
ma ho dan dung nham vao c4c vin phong chinh quyén dia phuong ¢ viing cao
nguyéen vao nam ngoai.

Phién toa xét xir 100 nguoi lién quan dén vy tan céng chét nguoi tai tru so
Uy ban nhén dan céc xa Ea Ktur va Ea Tiéu, tinh Pak Lik tiép tuc dién ra hém
tht N#m, v6i cac cong to vién cho rang ban cdo trang vé toi khung bd, méi gioi
nhép canh trai phép va che gidu t6i pham 1a chinh x4c dya trén co so dua trén
161 thi t6i va bang chimg do co quan chire ning thu thap.

Cu thé, cac thanh vién cuia nhém MSGI (Nhém hé tro ngudi Thuong) cd
tru so tai Hoa Ky va té chtire MSFJ (Nguoi Thuong tng ho cong 1y) c6 tru so tai
Thai Lan da 16i kéo mot sé thanh vién cong déng dan toc thiéu sé & bk Lik va
cac khu vuc 1an can thanh lap cdc nhém vii trang nham thyc hién hanh vi
khang bé nham gieo ric ndi s¢ hai, anh huong dén an ninh, trat ty trén dia ban.

Y Mut Mlo, Y But Eban, Y Nie Eya, Y Ciu Nie, Y Chanh Bya va Y Quynh
Bdap dang luu vong ¢ My da 16i kéo nguoi dan tham gia vao hoat dong phan
dong cua ching. Bdap hién dang bo tron va bi truy na.

Péi véi hai b cdo, thu linh cia nhom H Wuen Eban va Y Sol Nie, cac
cong t6 vién dé nghi mirc an tir hinh doi vai t6i khung bo chong lai chinh quyén
nhan dan.

Muoi mot ngudi khac bi d& nghi mire 4n chung than véi tu cach 1a dong
pham véi cung t6i danh. Muoi nguoi bi de nghi mue an tu tir 18-20 ndm va 30
nguoi bi dé nghi mirc 4n tu tir 7-15 nam.

Vi t6i khung bd, 45 nguoi bi dé nghi 4-11 nim tu. Trong s6 d6, sdu nguoi
hién dang bo tron va bi truy na ¢ nuéc ngoai.

Mot nguoi bi dé nghi 24-30 thang tii vi méi gioi nhap canh bét hop phaép,
trong khi mét nguoi khac bi dé nghi 12-15 thang tu vi che giau t6i pham.

Céc cong t6 vién Dk Lik cho biét Y Mut Mlo, ké cam dau MSGI, da
thuyét phuc H Wuen Eban tham gia cac hoat dong vii trang va tién hanh cac vu
tan cong, bao gom giét nguoi va huy hoai tai san, ké tir nam 2015.

Mlo ciing giéi thiéu Eban véi cac thanh vién khac cia MSGI, bao gobm Y
Chik Nie, Y Nien Eya, Y But Eban, Y Chanh Bya va Y Sol Nie.



Thang 8/2018, Bdap vuot bién trai phép vao Thai Lan va thanh 1ap
MSFJ n}}ém kich dong ngudi dan toc thiéu s6 6 Tay Nguyén thuc hién hanh vi
khung bo.

Nam 2019, Eban gia nhap MSGI dé tim kiém su hd tro vat chat tir bén
ngoai Vi¢t Nam dé tan cong chinh quyén nham thanh lép cai goi 1a "Nha nuée
Degar" ¢ Tay Nguyén. “Degar” 1a thuat ngir dung dé chi nhém nguoi Thugng.

H Wuen Eban (giira) hau toa vé vy tn cong chét nguoi vao try sé Uy ban nhan dan ¢ bak Lak, ngay
18/1/2024. Anh do Thong tan xa Viét Nam cung cap

Tur ndm 2019 dén thang 6/2023, Eban tuyén mo nguoi tir cic thén bak
Lak dé thanh lap cac nhom vii trang, dong thoi kéu goi kinh phi mua vii khi.

Eban va dong bon con de doa nhiéu ngudi dé budce ho gia nhap cac nhém
vii trang. MSGI thuong giri tien dén Eban dé trang trai chi phi sinh hoat va cac
chi phi khac cho cac nhém vii trang.

DPau nim 2023, Eban xin phép MSGI cho phép c4c nhéom vii trang thuc
hién hanh vi khung bé tai Viét Nam, bao gom sat hai ngudi vo t0i va hiy hoai tai
san, nham gieo rac noi so hai trong cong dong Y Sol Nie tr¢ lai Viét Nam dé
gitp Eban diéu phdi cac hoat dong khung bé.



Ngay 12/5/2023, Nie tir My dén Thai Lan va lién hé voi Eban vé cach tro
vé Viét Nam ma khong bi phat hién. Eban chiéu m¢ nguoi gitip Nie vao Viét
Nam, va Nie cung v4i Eban va nhimg nguoi khac trong nhoém vii trang da 1én
ké hoach va chon dia diém dé tan cong chinh quyén va cuép vii khi, ciing cac
hanh vi khac.

Sau do, chang chon tru s6 UBND cac xa Ea Ktur va Ea Tiéu lam muc tiéu
vi vi tri néng thén, xa x0i s€ gitup chung dé dang tan cong va rut lui.

Nie va Eban sau d6 chap thuan cho cidc nhém bao lyc tin cong hai dia
diém, yéu cau ho pha huy moi thu va giét tit ca nhimg nguoi c6 mat. An cip vii
khi cling dugc néu la muc tiéu chinh.

Thu pham cfing dugc huéng din mé rong cac cudc tan cong sang cac dia
diém khac.

Sau khi hoan thanh cac cuge dot kich nhu vay, nhimg nguoi tham gia hanh
dong ciing dugc 1énh cam co caa cai goi la "Bang Degar” va quay video dé
quang ba hinh anh cua ho.

Nha chire trach cho biét, vao ngdy 9 va 10/6 nim ngoai, nhimg ké khing
bé da huan luyén 14n nhau va ché tao vii khi dé chuan bi thyc hién cdc Am muu.
Pém 10/6, ho chia thanh hai nhém: moét nhém 33 nguoi va mét nhoém 34
ngudi, dén thim céc vu tan cong d3m mAu vao hai try sé Uy ban nhan d4n, noi
cling c6 don cong an dia phuong.

CAc cudc tan cong da giét chét hai quan chire, ba canh sat va bén thuong
dan, cling nhu 1am bi thuvong nhiéu nguoi.

Phan quyét du kién s& dugc dua ra vao chiéu thir Bay.



